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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 1919 
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SUB J : NRP MINISTER HAZANI'S RESIGNATION WILL NOT 
CAUSE GOVERNMENT CRISIS 

REF: TEL AVIV 1844 

1. SOCIAL WELFARE MINISTER MICHAEL HAZANI SUBMITTED HIS 
RESIGNATION TO MRS MEIR APRIL 1 AFTER NRP CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE REAFFIRMED ITS CONTINUED PARTICIPATION IN 
COALITION (REFTEL). HAZANI’S DECISION CONTRIBUTES TO GROWING 
POLARIZATION WITH NRP, WITH FOUR OUT OF TEN KNESSET 
MEMBERS OPPOSED TO PARTY'S PARTICIPATION IN GOVT, BUT 

DOES NOT AFFECT DETERMINATION OF OTHER NRP MINISTERS, BURG AND 
RAPHAEL, TO REMAIN IN OFFICER. 

2. COMMENT: DESPITE HAZANI’S RESIGNATION. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE 
THAT THERE IS NO DANGER OF NRP LEAVING GOVT AFTER ALL PARTY 
BODIES APPROVED DECISION TO STAY IN. MOST ISRAELI 

COMMENTATORS BELIEVE THAT THERE WILL BE NO NEW GOVERNMENT CRISIS. 
WE AGREE WITH THEM. 
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